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BROADBAND INTERNET - USE OF FUTURE FUND 
Motion 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [4.55 pm]:  I move - 

That this house urges the federal government to support the use of the Future Fund in order to provide 
the necessary public investment in broadband Internet access throughout Australia.   

In particular, this house urges the federal government to acknowledge that -  

(a) the urban broadband network is inadequate to meet current or future demands; 

(b) Western Australia’s mining companies, pastoralists, farmers and communities function in 
regions that are as remote from administrative centres as any in the world; 

(c) telehealth capacity would enable quality health services to be delivered via a broadband 
network to areas where such services are currently impossible; and 

(d) the use of the Future Fund to enable public investment in the national broadband network is a 
valid and essential means of achieving the aims of the fund by investing in Australia’s future 
in commerce, education and health. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Finally a good motion.   

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  Yes, I agree; finally we have a motion of relevance.  It has taken a while to come 
up on the notice paper.  The motion asks this house to urge the federal government to support the use of the 
Future Fund to provide the necessary public investment in broadband Internet access throughout Australia.  Over 
the weekend, there was a change of government.  I would like to congratulate Prime Minister-elect Rudd on an 
amazing win; it was a very good win and a win that will benefit Western Australia in a big way.  There are 
exciting times ahead.  I know that the Rudd Labor government will assist us in delivering broadband where it 
should be. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney interjected. 

Hon Ken Travers:  What was Howard going to do?  He didn’t even understand what broadband was.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  I am drawing up a speakers’ list.  I think Hon Robyn McSweeney and 
Hon Ken Travers are at the top of the list. 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  I concur with the comments of Hon Ken Travers.  Howard has really left this 
country with a broadband system that does not exist.  We have an inadequate broadband system.   

Hon Ken Travers:  His idea of broadband was the Cobb and Co coaches.  That’s what he thought the next 
technology was.   

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  I would like to call Howard’s broadband policy the John Howard flat-earth policy.  
He obviously had no understanding of what was being proposed.  I will go into that later.   

As I said, the urban broadband network is inadequate.  It has a huge effect on our mining industry, in particular; 
our pastoral and horticultural industries; and anyone who wants to do business in regional WA.  One of the big 
issues that influenced voting at the weekend in the federal seat of Kalgoorlie, which covers the whole of the 
Mining and Pastoral Region, was broadband.  We can all agree by looking at the numbers to date - the votes are 
still being counted in the federal electorate of Kalgoorlie - that there was a swing towards the Labor Party of just 
under five per cent.  I congratulate our Labor candidate, Sharon Thiel, for doing a very good job of ensuring that 
we got our policies to the public.  One of those policies that Sharon Thiel got across was Rudd’s broadband plan.  
I believe it made a huge contribution to the swing towards Labor, which has now made it a marginal seat.  I 
congratulate Sharon Thiel for getting that policy across. 

Hon Norman Moore:  She ran a campaign on state issues saying how bad you were.  She said the education 
system was no good - 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  There are a raft of issues I could go through, including the aged care facility in 
Carnarvon that the Howard government allowed to close before the election, which was amazing. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Hon Nigel Hallett couldn’t even name one thing the Howard government was going to do 
last week.   

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  That is one of the reasons the Howard government did so poorly.   

I can honestly say that the Rudd government has recognised Western Australia and in particular the electorate of 
Kalgoorlie and the issues that affect that electorate.  One of those issues is obviously broadband.  As I said, one 
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of the biggest factors that I believe led to the large swing to the Labor Party in Kalgoorlie was that people had a 
choice between John Howard’s flat-earth policy or a fresh approach that understands how broadband works in 
Australia and in regional Western Australia in particular.  John Howard’s flat-earth broadband policy was long 
overdue.  The Liberal Party must have assumed that Australia was flat.  It reminded me of some of the Liberal 
Party’s policies of the past.  One policy that sprang to my mind was the 2005 state election, when we had Colin’s 
canal. 

Debate interrupted pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 7869.] 
 


